Put the Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Enterprise x64 Edition with SP1 CD in the x3850 M2’s DVD/CDROM drive. Boot the x3850 M2 from the CD. Press F6 when prompted by the Windows installation program to load the LSI driver from diskette. The driver can be downloaded from www.ibm.com. During the operating system installation, select the per seat 9999 option. 

Install Service Pack 2 for Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Enterprise x64 Edition.

After installing the operating system, install the Broadcom 5708 (IBM NetXtreme II 1000 Express Ethernet Adapter) Ethernet card’s device driver using the Broadcom-provided executable, which is run from a USB memory stick inserted into the BladeCenter’s media tray. The executable can be downloaded from www.ibm.com. After installing the Ethernet card’s device driver, set a static IP address (192.168.200.102) for the x3850 M2.

Now customize the operating system as follows:.

1) Control Panel Settings:
a) System

i) Advanced

(1) Performance

(a) Visual effects:  Adjust for best performance

(b) Advanced

(i) Set for Background services & system cache

(ii) Check page file settings

(2) Startup & Recovery

(a) No administrative alert

(b) No auto restart

(c) No debugging information

(d) If desired, lower the default 30 second boot.ini selection timeout

(3) Error Reporting

(a) Disable, but notify when errors occur

ii) Auto Updates

(1) Disable

iii) Remote

(1) Disable Remote Assistance

(2) Enable Remote Desktop (if you plan to use it)

b) Display

i) Ensure video performance troubleshooting slider all the way to the right

ii) Turn screen saver off

iii) Select “Always On” for power management. (If desired, set the monitor to be turned off after 30 minutes or so.)

c) Sounds

i) “no sounds” sound scheme

d) Internet Settings

i) Use blank homepage

e) Folder options:

i) Don’t automatically search for network folder and printers

ii) Show all files

iii) Don’t hide file extensions

iv) Don’t hide protected OS files

v) Ensure that offline files are disabled

f) Date and Time

i) Disable syncing time with Internet time server

Regedit

1) HKLM\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Session Manager\I/O System\

a) CountOperations (DWORD=0)
[turns off some perf monitoring]

2) HKLM\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Session Manager\Memory Management\

a) DontVerifyRandomDrivers (DWORD=1)

b) LargeSystemCache (DWORD=0)

c) DisablePagingExecutive (DWORD = 1)


i) 0 = kernel can be paged out

ii) 1 = kernel can not be paged out

3) HKLM\System\CurrentControlSet\Services\TCPIP\Parameters\

a) MaxUserPort (DWORD = 40,000 Decimal, or higher)

4) HKLM\System\CurrentControlSet\Services\lanmanserver\parameters\Size (DWORD = 3)

Stop unneeded services and make them manual startup rather than automatic startup:

1. Automatic Updates

2. Computer Browser

3. Crytographic Services

4. DHCP Client

5. DNS Client

6. Error Reporting Service

7. Help and Support

8. IPSEC Services

9. Print Spooler

10. Remote Registry Service

11. Wireless Configuration

Disable Windows 2003 Shutdown Event Tracker and Autoplay:

1. Go into Group Policy Object Editor (Start -> Run -> gpedit.msc) 

2. Browse to Computer Configuration -> Administrative Templates -> System 

3. In the right window pane, double click on "Display Shutdown Event Tracker"

4. You'll see the disable choice- select it and you are DONE!

5. Now in the right window pane, double click on "Turn off Autoplay"

6. Enable for “All Drives” (which disables Autoplay)

7. Also in in gpedit.msc – Computer Configuration – Windows Settings – Security Settings – Local Policies – User Rights Assignment

8. In the right window pane, double click on “Lock pages in memory”

9. Click the “Add User or Group” button

10. Click “Object Types…” button

11. Tick “Groups”. Click OK.

12. Type “Administrators” in the box. Click “Check Names”, click OK, and then OK again.

